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REMARKS 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1-17 are pending and under consideration. 

On page 2 of the Office Action, claims 1 1-26 are rejected under 35 USC §1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by US Patent No. 5,515,378 to Roy III. Applicants respectfully submit that 
independent claim 11 refers to a method for transmitting signals in a radio comrvxinications 
system, wherein signals are transmitted from a first radio station via at least two intermediate 
stations to a second radio station and that signaling is performed between the at least two 
intermediate stations to configure transmission from the first to the second radio station. 
Although the claims are not restricted to what is shown in the drawings, the Examiner is referred 
to FIG. 3 of the present application. Roy III does not disclose or suggest that signals are 
transmitted via at least two intermediate stations . To the contrary, Roy III discloses that a 
plurality of remote users communicate with a single base station. This base station has 
multiple antenna receivers 102, 104, 106 (See FIG. 7) and multiple antenna transmitters 152, 
154, 156 (see FIG. 9) all housed together in the same base station. The base station receives 
signals from remote users 20, 22, 24 and then processes them using a Spatial Division Multiple 
Access Signal Processor (SDMAP). 

Applicants respectfully submit that in the present invention, a first radio station transmits 
to a second radio station via at least two intermediate stations . These intermediate stations 
could be, for example not limitation, relay stations. Please refer to paragraphs [001 0] and [001 1] 
of the application which describe a multihop environment. At least two intermediate stations are 
independent devices from one another, that receive a wireless (radio) communication and then 
transmit it onward towards the final destination. 

Furthermore, Roy III does not disclose or suggest that the at least two intermediate 
stations also signal with one another to configure transmission between the first and second 
radio stations. The SDMAP calculates appropriate control signals for the spatial demultiplexer 
and multiplexer by processing information received from the receivers and information received 
by the SDMA controller that is also located within the base station (column 14, lines 11-15). Roy 
III does not teach or even suggest that the SDMAP receives signaling from another unit (for 
example relay station) that can be used to configure the transmission between a first and a 
second radio station. In Roy III, the base station housing the SDMAP receives communications 
from and transmits communications to remote users that are within range of the base station. In 
the present invention, a first radio station can transmit to a second radio station outside the 
range of the first radio station, via at least two intermediate stations. The signaling performed 
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between the at least two intermediate stations to configure transmission from the first to the 
second radio station, allows for the transmission to be effectuated without problems. 

No claim amendments are being made in this document. It is submitted that the rejection 
raised in the first Office Action is defective based on the original claims. That is, Applicants' 
amendments (which do not exist) cannot necessitate a new ground of rejection. If the 
application is not allowed, Applicants respectfully submit that the next Office Action should be a 
non-final Office Action. 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 



Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



Respectfully submitted 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: February 9, 2007 




Mark J. Henry / 
Registration No. 36,162 



1201 New York Avenue, NW, 7th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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